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DAYTONA BEACH, FL and TAMPA, FL, Jan 06, 2011 (MARKETWIRE via COMTEX) --

The Board of Directors of Brown & Brown, Inc. (NYSE: BRO) today announced that J. Scott Penny, CIC, Regional President, has been named to the
position of Chief Acquisitions Officer. Mr. Penny, who has served as one of the Company's Regional Presidents since July 2010 and previously served
as a Regional Executive Vice President since 2002, will continue to be responsible for oversight of retail profit center operations of certain of the
Company's subsidiaries in Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Washington. Mr.
Penny will also continue to oversee the operations of Axiom Re, Inc. in Florida and North Carolina, and will assume responsibility for the oversight of
Florida Intracoastal Underwriters, LLC.

J. Powell Brown, President and Chief Executive Officer, commented, "Scott has been actively involved and very successful in identifying and
negotiating quality acquisitions country-wide for the past several years. I am very pleased that Scott will be assuming this expanded responsibility. His
personal focus portends continued expansion of our merger and acquisition activity."

Mr. Penny began his career with the Company in 1989 in Daytona Beach, Florida, where he worked as a marketing representative, account executive
and producer before his promotion to the position of Profit Center Leader in Jacksonville, Florida and, subsequently, his work in that capacity in
Indianapolis, Indiana. Mr. Penny received the Company's Top Gun award in 1994.

Mr. Penny is a graduate of Vanderbilt University, where he received a degree in Political Science. He has served in various advisory and board
capacities for Central Indiana Insurance Agents, United Way of Volusia County, United Way of Indianapolis and the Boys and Girls Club of
Indianapolis. Mr. Penny has served and continues to serve on various regional and national insurance carrier advisory councils and holds a Certified
Insurance Counselor (CIC) designation.

Brown & Brown, Inc. and its subsidiaries offer a broad range of insurance and reinsurance products and services, as well as risk management,
third-party administration, managed health care, and Medicare set-aside services and programs. Providing service to business, public entity,
individual, trade and professional association clients nationwide, the Company is ranked by Business Insurance magazine as the United States'
seventh largest independent insurance intermediary. The Company's Web address is www.bbinsurance.com.

This press release may contain certain statements relating to future results which are forward-looking statements. These statements are not historical
facts, but instead represent only the Company's current belief regarding future events, many of which, by their nature, are inherently uncertain and
outside of the Company's control. It is possible that the Company's actual results, financial condition and achievements may differ, possibly materially,
from the anticipated results, financial condition and achievements contemplated by these forward-looking statements. Further information concerning
the Company and its business, including factors that potentially could materially affect the Company's financial results and condition, as well as its
other achievements, are contained in the Company's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. All forward-looking statements made
herein are made only as of the date of this release, and the Company does not undertake any obligation to publicly update or correct any forward-
looking statements to reflect events or circumstances that subsequently occur or of which the Company hereafter becomes aware.
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